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PALESTINE MISSION. ov the place where the prophet Jonah, it is soid 

was thrown out upon the dry land. There is but 


Extracts from the Jouraal of Rev. Hm. Goodell. 


It was on the 15th of June, just as the heights of 
Lebanon becaine brightened with the cheerfulness 
of the morning, and while the dew was yet on ev- 
ery leaf, that I left the gate of my litle cottage, 
and the gardens of Beyroot, and took the road for 
Sidon. It was a reflection which every thing ten- 
ded to produce, O when shall this place become, 
in a mora! sense, as the garden of the Lord, and 
the dew of Hermon, and the reviving beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness be felt. 

Till I reached the sea, a distarfce of at least five 
or six miles, I was amidst burning sands, which 
were blown into heaps exhibiting the same aspect 
as the snow drifts of New-England ; while at the 
foot of the mountain, at no great distance to the 
right, were large forests of olive trees. They were 
of a deep green, appeared to grow laxuriantly, to 
yield abundance of fruit, and to afford a very re- 
freshing shade. “ But I,” said the Psalmist, after 
remarking how soon the wicked fade away, “ But 
I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: 
I trust.in the mercy of God forever and ever.” 

The remainder of the way was on or near the 
sea shore. Observing many persons at work on 
the sides of the mountains, gathering in the bar- 
ley harvest, I recollected that it was at the begin- 
ning of the barley harvest, that Naomi and Ruth 
returned from the country of Moab, and the tat- 
ter gleaned in the fields of Boaz on the plains of 
Bethlehem. The crops appeared much less abun- 
dant, than crops of the same kind in New-Eng- 
land, 

I passed several fields of melons and cucumbers, 
in each of which was “a lodge,” or kind of tem- 
porary hut, for the occupant during the season of 
this fruit. I saw also several large herds of cattle, 
with some stripling, like David, amusing hiinself 
with some rude kind of music, as he tended them. 
The cattle were generally sinall, their horns ex- 
tremely short and small. J saw nothing that look- 
ed like the “ bulls of Bashan.” 

At two watering places on the road, several 
damsels were watering large flocks of sheep and 
coats. One of them “let down her pitcher from 
her shoulder,” and gave Mohammed, who was 
with me, some water to drink, jn the same manner 
as did Rebecca and others of old times. But I 
could not make myself believe, yrat those whom 
Isaac, and Jacob and Moses loved, had nothing 
more to recommend themselves, than these ragged 
and uncultivated daughters of Ishmael appeared 
20 possess, 

Th six hours and a half I reached Nabi Yoonas, 





one house near the spot at present, and probally 
at that time there was none; the prophet thus hav. 
ing Opportunity to reflect in solitude on his con- 
duct, and to “sacrifice unto the Lord with the 
voice of thanksgiving, and to pay that he had vow- 


ed.” The waves were rolling and breaking up- © 
ad 24 


on the sandy beach in quick succession. How 
many millions have thus rolled with threatening 
aspect and died upon the shore. Thus rise, and 
foam, and disappear the generations of men; hur- 
ried with awful impetuosity to the shoves of eter- 
nity, and succeeded by others to share in the same 
fate. 
Residence at Sidon. 


From this place to Sidon is only three hours. 
Besides two khans there is scarcely a house on the 
road between Beyroot and Sidon. All the villa- 
ges and most-of the houses are back upon the 
mountain for the sake of safety. 

June 16. At Sidon, commenced the study of 
Turkish with Armenian characters, the language 
best spoken, written and understood by the great 
hody of the Armenians. I have for my instructor, 
Jacob Aga, an Armenian Bishop, who is now En- 
glish agent at Sidon. There is, in the same house, 
another Armenian bishop of the name of Dyonissi- 
os, who is Neapolitan agent. The former of these 
bishops has married a wife of the name of Eve, 
from a Maronite family. In censequence of this 
marriage, she and all her father’s house were ex- 
communicated by the Maronite patriarch. Chris- 
tians of different rites were ready to tear the bish- 
op in pieces, simply for marrying a wife. One of 
them last year asked Mr. King if it was not his du- 
ty to go and kill him secretly. Mr. King told him 
he thought it would be well to read what St. Paul 
says an the subject of a bishops being “the hus- 
hand of one wife,” and if Paul said “ kill him,” 
then by all means kill him. Eve now attends the 
Latin church, and comes home wonderfully edifi- 
ed with the Latin service, of which she under- 
stands nota syllable. 

18. To dav I found an old grammar amon 
Jacob’s manuscripts, which is designed to coal 
Italian to Armenians, and to those who read Turk- 
ish with Armenian characters. The explanations 
are allin Armenian; but, as the book contains 
many Turkish words, I shall be able to derive 
much assistance from it; and after having labored. 
two or three days without a grammar, a dictiona- 
ry or a common language, except what little I uv- 
derstand of Arabic, I was well etn to ren- 
der hearty thanks to the Giver of all good for sw 


valuable a discovery. 
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Sat.19. A Turkish barber came and shaved 
Jacob’s head with a razor, combed his beard, 
cracked all the joints of his arms and fingers, and 
invoked a blessing upon him. He comes every 
Saturday for this purpose. 


Visit from the Governor. 


Sat. 26. Yesterday the Governor of the city 
came to take coffee with Jacob Aga, as the English 
agent. Today he dined here. His chief Janiza- 
ry, and eight others, armed with sabres, pistols, and 
large knifes, attended him. He appeared to be 
about fifty years old, had a venerable white beard, 
and was very sociable. After the usual salutations 
had passed, and his long pipe, (about eight fee: 
Jong,) had been introduced in due form, he made 
several inquiries about America. “ Have you any 
tobacco there? Does it grow wild, or is it cultiva- 
ted? Do not some of the people go without 
clothes? When didthe English first take the 
country? Did they go on asses and camels, or in 
boats? What is the distance between the two 
countries, and what time does it take to pass from 
one to the other ?” I gave him some account of 
the history of America, of the Aborigines, of the 
first emigrants from England, the present number 
of inhabitants, our efforts to civilize the Indians, 
and our schools, in which all our youth, of both 
sexes, were taught to read and write. After I had 
finished my account of the new world, he turned 
to the little girl of Jacob and Eve, not yet six 
months old. ‘ And how much,” said he, “do you 
know of this great world ?” 

At dinner they all seated thernselves upon the 
floor around the table, which, in accommodation 
to them, was only a few inches bigh, a small seat 
being prepared for myself. Jacob’s secretary told 
me, they must have no praying that day at the ta- 
ble, and all immediately began without ceremony. 
The Turks made no use of their plates, knives, 
forks, or spoons; but turning up their sleeves, 
plunged their hands into the several dishes, (of 
which there were as many as ten or twelve differ- 
ent ones,) and helped themselves bountifully.— 
The Governor tore a fowl to pieces, which lay be- 
fore him, and gave each of usa part. He would 
put his hand into one dish, then into another, and 
perhaps into a third or fourth, mix the whole to. 
gether in his hand, and pass itto his mouth. He 
was much amused to see me pick my way with my 
knife; freqently called upon me to see how he 
managed, occasionally gave me whole handfuls of 
his food, lest I should not get my proportion, and 
said he could eat as much in one hour, as I could 
in two. They eat prodigiously fast; but I made 
my arrangements'to finish first, which turned the 
laugh upon his Excellency. 


ARKANSAS MISSION. 





Extracts from the Journal at Dwight. 


Oct. 20, 1824. About 10 o’clock, A. M. a con- 
siderable shock of an earthquake was felt. The 
report resembled heavy distant thunder. It caus- 


ed considerable rattling of doors, windows and 
panes of glass, and gave a visible motion to the 
trees in the yard, fowls instinctively flung thein- 
-selves fat upon the ground. 


On the 24th of October a little girl belonging 
to the schoo] died, which is the first instance of 


50 Arkansas Mission. 
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mortality that has occurred among tie scholars a; 
Dwight. Several, however, who weré, or had 
been, members of the school, have died at their 
several homes. 


Nov. 7. John Thornton, a young nian belong. 
ing to the school, who was some time since pro- 
pounded for church privileges, came forward and 
received the sacrament of baptism, and solemn; 
made a profession of his faith in Christ, and enter- 
ed into covenant with God and this church. 


Notice of Mr. John Brown. 


L. D. 14. Our aged Cherokee brother, My 
John Brown, [me father of Catharine,] who, for 
many Sabbaths, has been detained from public 
worship, attended today. Very soon after his ar- 
rival here, he was taken with the ague and fever. 
He manifests a truly christian temper under his 
long and painful affliction. “ My heavenly Fa- 
ther,” says he, “knows best what discipline I need, 
and he will cause every dispensation to work to- 
gether for my good. I would not, if I could, 
change his holy will respecting my circumstances.” 
During the paroxysm of fever he was considerably 
affected with delirium. His conversation was 


holy resignation and devout affections. The 
words, My heavenly Father, My Saviour, Jesus, 
heaven, &c. were often uttered in English. When 
favored with an interval of recollection, he remark- 
ed, “I wish to think of my Saviour and heaven, 
but my disordered brain forbids.” 

27. The mother of two of our scholars depait- 
ed this life. Herdisease was pulmonary consump- 
tion. She had been favored with but little relig- 
ious instruction, but seemed desirous to trust her- 
self in the hands of that Saviour, who caine into 
the world to save sinners. Instances of mortality 
have been more numerous, among the natives, 
during the summer and autumn of the present 
year, than during the whole previous time of our 
residence among them. No less than seven per- 
sons, five of them adults, have died since last Sab 
bath. 

An Inquirer. 

L. D. 28. A greater number of natives were 
present, at pablic worship; than have attended for 
several Sabbaths. 

Ia the evening, at the request of a Cherokee 
woman, Mr. Washburn met with them a third time. 
Several of the natives wished to propose some 
questions for the sake of improvement in religious 
knowledge. A woman who has been fora con- 
siderable time inqniring, wished to know what law 
God had given as the rule of our conduct. The 
ten commandments were read toher. She gave 
her entire approbation of the law, and its applica- 
tion to her outward conduct, and expressed a full 
confidence that she could keep the whole law, and 
obtain life by it. But when it was enforced in its 
spiritual application, and when she was show! 
that future obedience cannot be accepted as aii 
atonement for past transgression, she felt and ac- 
knowledged, that it was impossible that, by the 
deeds of the law, she could be justified in the sight 
of God ;—that her case was hopeless, without an 
interest in the atonement of Him, who is become 
the end of the law for righteousness to every be- 
liever. 

Several things respecting this woman seemed 





very interesting. Her desire to hear was so great, 








wild and incoherent, yet indicative of a temper of 
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that she came for religious instruction, though under 
the influence of a high fever, attended with much 
pain. Her son, a youth of 14, accompanied her, 
but was, at the time, out with some of the boys of 
the school. She desired Mr. W. to wait till she 
could send for him, that he might hear also. She 
said she wished to go to heaven, and she wished 
hin to go along with her. Her conviction of guilt 
and of condemnation by the law, and the peculiar 
adaptation of the grace of the Gospel to ber con- 
dition, seemed very clear. It is to be hoped that 
she may be permanently benefitted by what she 
has heard. Several interesting inquiries were 
made by otliers, and appropriate rema:ks and ex- 
hortations were addressed personally to each in- 
dividual. 


Dec. 5. Sabbath. Mr. Finney preached. Sev- 
eral of our Cherokee neighbors, who have lately 
been called to mourning, were present. They 
seemed sensible of their need of those consolations 
in affliction, which are afforded by our holy reli- 
gion. The Chiristian’s ground of comfort and re 
signation in affliction was made known to them. 

Mr. Washburn preached at Point Remove toa 
goodly collection of whites and natives, allof wham 
were seriously attentive. In the evening he had 
much serious and interesting conversation with 
Mrs. Looney, a member of the church, and her 
daughter. An aged Cherokee, visiting at Mrs. 
Looney’s, gave a long and interesting statement 
of the religious traditions of this people. These 
traditions have evidently been derived from divine 
revelation, and if not obtained through the medi- 
um of white people, go very strongly to corobo- 
rate the supposition, that the natives of this conti- 
nent are descendants of Abraham. 

A communication from a neighboring post of- 
fice, informs us of the discontinuance of a post 
affice at this establishment. 

Our evening meetings with the scholars are be- 
coming more and more teresting. It has lately 
been proposed to them individually to select some 
passage of Scripture as a text. This serves to en- 
gage their attention, and often considerably to in- 
terest their feelings. 


22. One of the largest boys expresses the hope 
that he has experienced a gracious change of heart. 
His name is Samuel Worcester. He is of full 
blood, and has been in school the greatest part of 
the.time since its commencement. When he en- 
tered school his habits were very bad, and he was 
thought, for a considerable time, a most unpromi- 
sing boy. After he had been in school about three 
months, he ran away, and continued absent six 
months.—After his return, he became more steady 
and studious and has made very good improve- 
ment. He has long manifested a very amiable 
and pleasant disposition, so as to have gained the 
peculiar esteem of all the family. He has been 
considerably serious for a long time, and for a few 
weeks has been very deeply impressed. 


Dec. 31. Goodness and mercy have followed 
us through another year. ‘The school has increas- 
ed aud prospered, the confidence of the natives 
has been extended and confirmed, the Gospel has 
been more extensively preached, and its influence 
more visibly manifested, and a few have been ad- 
ded unto the Lord. 


Evidences that the Fuith of Primitive Christians, was not Unitarian. 








FROM THE RECORDER AND TELEGRAPH. 


EVIDENCES THAT THE FAITH OF PRIMITIVE 
CHRISTIANS, WAS NOT UNITARIAN. 





The Bible contains a revelation from God.— 
Though communicated to the world in parcels at 
different times, through the long period of fifteea 
centuries, it reveals but one system of doctrinal 
and practical religion, If then the question be 
asked, why so mauy systems have been embraced 
and propagated in the world, fundamentally dif- 
ferent from that, which has been delivered to us 
by the inspired writers, and contradictory to each 
other; the ouly answer which can be given, is 
found in the declaration of an inspired Apostle ; 
“Having the understanding darkened, being al- 
ievated from the life of God, through the igno- 
race that is in them, because of the blindness of 
their keart.”. Though this declaration was ori- 
ginally addressed to the Ephesian converts, and 
Was intended to caution them against the conduct 
of the surrounding Gentiles, which, as the effect 
of that snoral blindness in wiich they were invol- 
ved, was marked with gross and dreadful depravi- 
ty; yet as human nature is the same at all times, 
and under all circumstances, it will admit of ap- 
plication to the entire coumunity of impenitent 
sinners in every age of the world. Tiose schemes, 
therefore, which abound in the Christian world, 
sume of which recognise scarcely a feature of the 
religion of the Bible; schemes which bear differ- 
ent names, but which are alike awfully dangerous, 
and fundamentally erroneous, flow from a heart, 
blinded and deluded by sin. They are embraced 
because they ave congenial to its corrupt feelings 
and inclinations, and the Evangelical system is 
hated and rejected under pretence.of its being a 
corruption of the genuine faith of Christians, An 
historical view of the heresies, which have appear- 
ed in the world, exhibit decisive evidence that the 
natural tendency of the heart is to embrace some 
corrupt and delusive system. That education and 
example and a desire of religious distinction, 
should exert some influence in giving birth to such 
a system, can easily be conceived; but that a 
wrong state of the heart is the grand controlling 
cause, caunot be questioned. “The natural mind 
is enmity against God,” and it is strongly exem- 
plified in the rejection of the self-denying and 
humbling doctrines of Christianity, and in the a- 
doption of those which are unsound and uutena- 
ble. 

Among those various heresies, which have 
their origin “in an evil heart of unbelief,” and 
which have infested the Christian church in every 
age, Unitarianism holds a conspicuous place.— 
There are, indeed, a variety of forms in which 
this species of heresy has made its appearance ; 
but it is marked, substantially by the same gener- 
al character, and is distinguished by the same de- 
formity, whether the name which it has assumed 
be Arian, Semi-.4rian, Sabellian, Socinian, or 
Unitarian. It is, perhaps, as great av aberration 
from the faith of primitive Christians, as ever ap- 
peared in the Protestant world under the Chris- 
tian name. Dr. Priestley, instead of taking the 
ground, occupied by more modern Unitarians, in 
subordinating revelation to reason, in the science 
of hermeneutics, labored more particularly to 








Pit Far 






















































a a foe 


uae 


‘o74°= 8 a Dar . 
4 . 
en 


Pre 
“ 


BOL 


9 2 US ee 





~- 


~~ 


(ee ten tea 






a2. Evidences that the Faith of the Primitive Christians, wus not Unitarian. 


prove, that the primifive faith, was Unitarian; 
and that Orthodox Christianity was an early and 
mischjevous corruption. But if the genuine faith 
of Christians from the beginning, was Unitarian, 
and if, like that advocated by Dr. Priestly, and a 
host of Socinians, it was the lowest grade of Uni- 
tarianism, it is difficult to account for the opposi- 
tion and persecutions, which the preaching of it 
eccasioned, The Apostles and their companions 
were furiously persecuted, first by the Jews and 
afterwards by the Gentiles. They were hated; 
calumniated ; driven from city to city ; thrust into 
prison; scourged; stoned; and crucified. The 
enmity of the kuman heart, strengthened and con- 
firmed by the auxiléary aid of the prejudices and 
bigotry of the Jews, and by the prevailing philos- 
ophy and customs of the Gentiles, was the cause 
of these terrible evils of persecution. But woald 
the system of Unitarianism, if that was the primi- 
tive faith, have excited and arrayed against its 
reachers, the inveterate malignity of the heart? 
ould it have drawn upon them such dreadful 
storms of opposition? Would the Jews, would the 
most enlightened philosophers of heathen antiqui 
ty, in the Roman empire, have combined their ef 
forts to crush it in its mfancy ? Would they, the 
moment it appeared, have united against it with 
the utmost persecuting vengeance, and have sub. 
jected its followers to the scourge, the prison, the 
cross, and other instruments of torture, and even 
to death itself? This is incredible on the suppo- 
sition that the primitive faith was Unitarian. Had 
this been the case, had its preachers taught that 
Christ,was a mere man ; that all religious homage 
to hun is idolatry, that he made no atonement as 
the medium of mercy to sinners; that man is born 
into the world without any original bias to sin, 
and becomes a sinner only in cons¢quence of the 


perversion of his faculties and the influence of 


temptation and example ; that repentance and the 
ordinary virtues of social life are the only ground 
of human hope, the only plan of justification in the 
gospel; that all the human race will finally be hap- 
py; had they taught these, which, in the present 
day, constitute not indeed the whole, but funda- 
mental parts of the Unitariaw scheme in its large 
and indefinite sense, they would not have had oc- 
casion to say, “ We are in trouble on every side, 
yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, 
but not destroyed ; always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus.” ‘The system, 
embracing these and other kindred tenets; a sys- 
tem which allows such latitude of belief and feel- 
ing and practice, might have gone down, through 
the descent of time, by the side of the established 
schemes of religion without sustaining a series of 
trials and persecutions. But whatever was the 
primitive faith it did not allow an intercommunity 
of religions, but aimed at aa entire subversion of 
the ancient religious establishments. If Orthodox 
Christianity was that faith, we can easily see why 
its spiritual, its heavenly and humbling doctrines, 
its pure and exalted precepts, and its simple wor- 
ship, admitted no compromise with the existing 
false religions ; why it was repulsive to the natural 
feelings of men ; why it disclosed the secrets of the 
heart, and demonstrated its blindness and unbelief; 
and why it proved the occasion of those peculiar 
calamities by which its early champions were over- 
whelmed. . If Unjtariantsm was that faith, there 
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is nothing in its nature or tendency, which wonld 
have produced these effects. A religion is not 
generally opposed, and its advocates hated and 
persecuted to death by those to whose ignorance 
and prejudices and inclinations, it is perfectly con- 
genial. But that religion, which was published in 
the Apostolic age, was veliemently opposed, and 
those who earnestly contended for it, were mali- 
ciously reviled and persecuted ; of course it must 
have been areligion, which had a conflict with the 
native depravity of man, and with the subtle, ma- 
lignant, and powerful adversary of souls. But 
Unitarianisin has no such conflict, and could not, 
therefore, have been a source of numerous and 
terrible evils tothe Jewish and Gentile believers 
in that early period of the Christian church. Let 
Unitarianism now be published among the Jews, 
and it would appear ina light so different from 
that iu which they have been acéustomed to view 
Christianity, that they would cease to be more hos- 
tile to it than to any other religion, and to Christ 
than to any other person. Instead of the doctrine 
of Christ crucified, which was a stumbling block to 
their ancestors, which excited in their breasts the 
ranklings of opposition, and occasioned their fall 
and ruin, they would learn that he was simply a 
man, and according to some Unitarians, “a falli- 
ble, peccable and ignorant man ; that he is not an 
atoning Redeemer and Deliverer; and that the 
whole scheme of religion, like that of their fore- 
fathers, is confined to a course of mere external 
services. Or let Unitarianism be published in the 
dominions of Paganism. Let those who publish 
it, as suggested by a Unitarian writer, “ become 
companions and friends and teachers among en- 
lightened Mahommedans and Heathens. Let 
them go among them, to live as heathens live, in 
regard to all that is innocent; and to impart to 
thase, who are capable of receiving it, a knowl- 
edge of the history, and of the philosophy, which 
are received in a Christian world ;” let them do 
this, and there would be none of those kindred 
dispositions manifested in the course of opposition 
and persecution, which were expressed, in every 
form of cruelty, in the Apostolic age. 

As Unitarianism, had it been the religion which 
Christ and his followers preached, would have 
created little or no disturbance among either the 
Jews or Pagans, because it is itself the offspring of 
depravity, and has no conflict with the world, or 
with the corruptions of the heart; so, for the samme 
reason it might now be preached among their ¢c- 
scendants without exciting oppositions and perse- 
cutions. ‘That, therefore, cannot be the true reli- 
gion, which is itself so expressive of opposition 
to God, as not to awaken the disgust and enmity 
and persecuting rage of those, who are enveloped 
in Jewish or Pagan darkuess and superstition. 

But however Unitarianism might be viewed ei- 
ther by the natural descendants of Abraham or by 
the Heathen, were it extensively published among 
them, the experiment is not likely to be made.— 
Its advocates have not directed their exertions to 
either of these divisions of mankind, but to the dis- 
semination of their religious belief and practice in 
the Christian world. 'To this end, the pulpit, the 
press, and a variety of other means, have beep 
employed. 

But what is the moral tendency of that system 
of faith and praetice, which is so industriously cir- 





culated in the Christian community ? It tends to 
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soothe and flatter the natural feelings of the hu- 
man heart; to lay the conscience asleep ; to foster 
the spirit of pride and self complacency ; to re- 
press the emotions of guilt, fear and danger in our 
host and ruined condition; and to dismiss all anx- 
ety in regard to the awful retribudons of eternity. 
It provides safety fur those, who on the ane hand, 
desire to live in conformity to the world; aud an 
the other, to escape future punishment. For the 
same purpose, it lowers down the demands of 
Christianity, in accordance with the varying tastes 
and fluctuating cusieins of the times, and forces 
both reason and revelation to declare what they 
wish to believe and practice. It often expresses 
reverence toward the Word af God ; derides and 
condemns its glorious discriminating doctrines, 
because mysterious, inexplicable, or contradictory 
to the principles of its own philosophy ; and not 
unfrequently presents the sacred writers them- 
selves in the light of ignorant, prejadiced and un- 
inspired men. I[t also aims at the prostration of 
al! distinction between the institution of the church 
of Christ, and the civil community ; and welcomes 
to the sacred ordinances of Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, all who are moral, without inqui- 
ring iuto the reason of their hopé. Such are 
some of the legitimate effects of Unitarianism !— 
Such the characteristics by which it is marked ; 
and yet it lays claim to a divine original! It is, 
in the abstract, a matter of overwhelming surprise, 
that a religion so lax, so unhappy in its tendency, 
and so- apparently hostile to the spiritual and eter- 
nal interests of men, should ever be believed to be 
the faith “once delivered to the saints,” and em- 
braced as such. But when it is viewed in con- 
nexion with the obliquity of the heart, through 
the medium of which it operates, and iu whieh it 
finds inuch to welcgme it, no wonder it has its ad- 
herents. 

But Unitarians are not the only advocates of 
the religion which bears their name. It is admi- 
red, and loved, and extolled by the Deist, the 
Sceptic, the Universalist, and the Animalist.— 
It is embraced by a sect risen up within a few 
years past, which generally goes under the name 
of Carist-1ans. It finds a welcome reception 
in the hearts of other heretical sects, scattered 
over the Christian community. But what must 
we think of a system of religion, which is viewed 
with approbation and desire by persons of this de- 
scription and character? What must we think of 
a religion in which they naturally take refuge, 
whenever its preachers come along? Is it di- 
vine? Is that religion, bearing the Unitarian 
name, divine, which, in. itselementary and finda- 
mental principles, is allied te the infidel and de- 
moralizing scheme of philosophy? Is that the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ, which, by the aid of proud 
aud sophistical reasonings, is reduced nearly to a 
level with natural religion ; or which,in its prom- 
inent features, is scarcely distinguishable from 
those, which have issued from the schools of Plato 
and Seneca avd Socrates? Does tbat religion 
hear the image of God, and express his moral 
character, which is not less repelling in its aspect, 
nor less humbling to human pride and philosophy, 
than infidelity? Does that religion bear the 
stamp of God’s holy law, which tends to lower the 
standard of Christian excellence, and which is 
conformable to the spirit of a gay and dissipated 
world? Such a religion is at an iinmonse distance 
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fiom that system of doctrines and duties which 
Christ and his Apostles inculeated. A _ single 
glance at itin its various modifications and bear- 
ings, is sufficient to convince the mind, that instead 
of being the primitive faith of Christians, it is an 
enormous corruption of it. Though there are no 
fears in respect to its final prevalence, yet as there 
is in mana corrupt nature, it may obtain currency 
to some considerable exteutin Christendom. But 
this, together with all other heresies, which have 
their origin in a heart, not reeonciled to the evan- 
gelical scheme of salvation, will pass away and 
give place to the religion of the Bible. 


Cc. C. M. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE SPEFGH OF THE REV. 
Tuomas Dewitt, BEPORE THE AMERICAN 


TRACT SOCIETY. 
The present oge compared with the age of the Reformation. 


It has been remarked that the discovery of the 
art of printing, the revival of letters, and the refor- 
mation from popery, were events almost contem- 
poraneous, and that their unusual action, and re- 
action on each other, were most salutary. The 
result then was, and now is, the spread and prog- 
ress of the knowledge, the diffusion and security of 
civil and religious liberty ; and the influence of 
the Gospel! of Jesus in its own simplicity and pow- 
er on the heart and lives of men, blessing the 
world which now is, and preparing for that which 
isto come. As patriots, as Protestants, and as 
Christians, we have reason to look back upon that 
period with grateful recollections, to honour the 
instrumentallity then employed by the head of 
the Church, and to confess that “our heritage 
is indeed a gaodly one.” 

The period of 30 years now past has Piven rise 
to a spirit and to efforts almost new, and ltas uh- 
folded results and effects which lead the Christian 
observer to consider it as an important era in the 
annads of the Charch, which the course of time will 
enable us inore clearly to identify in the record of 
fulGlled prophecy. 

The Reformation succeéded a period of thick 
darkness, gross superstition, and corruption, and 
sore oppression. The era which now exists, suc- 
ceedeai a state of too prevalent lethargy and inac- 
tion in the Church of Christ, and of too great 
jealousy and bickerings between its various sec- 
tious. It appeared at the very time when infidel- 
ity wore its front most loftily, uttered its boastings 
most proudly, breathed its threatenings most 
maliciously, and stretched forth its arm most da- 
tingly and strongly, although (blessed be the 
Lord) most impoteatly, for the violatien and des~ 
traction of all that is sacred in itself, Sear to the 
pious, and which is to the fallen children of men 
the only bond of order, the source of comfort and 
peace, the safeguard of virtue and holiness, and 
the ground of Impe. At that time many whe 
“wept in secret places,” feared that the walls of 
Zion were tottering even to their foundations.—~ 
Bat in that “troubulous time” the wwall of Zion 
(of Zion which is “beautiful for situation, and 
shall be the joy of the whole earth”) began to be 
repaired and strengthened. A spirit of missiona- 
ry zeal was excited—a zeal in obedience to our 
Savior’s too much forgotten command, “ Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
crentuye.? The stated concert of prayer the 








originated, and soon extended and prevailed in 
true harmony and much fervency. The various 
eharities devised by wisdom and liberality for the 
removal or reliefof the wants and woes of suffer 

ing numanity, have received new direction, vigor, 
and usefulness. New plans and efforts for the 
education of the poor and ignorant have been de- 
vised and employcd with a careful and provident 
design to render that education subservient to 
their religious avd moral as well as mental im- 
provement, to rescue them from vice as well as 
ignorance, to prepare them for happiness in eter 

nity as well as usefulness in time. A_ wnion of 
Christians has taken place for translating and dif- 
fusing the blessed volume of truth and grace, with 
the view and hope of finally supplying the wants 
of the world. But the catalogue would prove too 
extended. These various institutions formed and 
carried on by Christian benevolence, all move in 
their own sphere, and fulfil their own work ; but 
acting in perfect harmony, and fulfilling the same 
great design, they form a grand system of charity 
and benificence, which in its influence subdues 
the corruptions, and prevents or removes the woes 
of sinful and suffering humanity, which difiuses 
the influence of religions and moral princip!e, anc 
which produces the fruit of righteousness and 
peace in wide extent, and in all the circumstance: 
and relations of life. 

The contemplation of this system is, during this 
week, in this place, presented to our eyes, Our ears, 
and our hearts. “I was glad when they said, 
Come let us go vp—to the place whither the tribes 
go up—the tribes of the Lord unto the testimony 
of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord.” This city, eminently distinguished by its 
natural and local advantages, and by its increas 
ing commercial prosperity and influence, seeins 1 
the aspect of Providence destined to become th: 
centre of the system of the religious charities of 
our day and nation. It may then (in a qualified 
sense) even now be termed and viewed without 
impropriety as the “city of our solemnities” 
whither “the tribes of Israel come up.” We 
have come up from our distinct lots of inheritance, 
from the most of the respective tribes to which in 
special connection conscience attaches us, and du- 
ty devotes us—here to call ourselves by the one 
name of Israel, bringing a common offering, cher. 
ishing a common feeling, and strengthening and 
encouraging each other in a common blessed 
work. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is 
compact together.” 

These remarks have indeed no special applica- 
tion to the institution which now commends itself 
to our affection and approbation. But in the full 
flow of Christian gratitude, hope, and love, which 
the views that have been offered are calculated to 
excite and express, the wav is opened for success- 
fully prosecuting, under all the convictions of 
truth and soberness, the claims of this society. 


ADDRESS 
O¥ THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


Instituted at New-York, in 1825, to the Christian 
. Public. 





The Executive Committee of the American 
Tract Society by this document, beg the privilege 





Address of the Executive Committee of the American Tract Society. 








| June, 


of addressing the Christian community upon one 
of the most interesting subjects which have ever 
attracted the notice of those whose stations, or 
whose character, give them influence over the des- 
tiny of their fellow men. [In the month of March 
last, incipient measures wete adopted in the city 
of New-York, with the view of forming a Society, 
to be denominated the American Tract Society ; 
the object of which should be, “to diffuse a 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ as the Re- 
deemer of sinners, and to promote the interests of 
vital godlines and sound morality, by the circula- 
tion of Religious Tracts, calculated to receive the 
approbation of all Evangelical Christians.” De- 
ference to the numerous existing societies in the 
different states, induced the original projectors of 
this design to invite a consuliation of delegates to 
be holden on the Tuesday preceding the anniver- 
sary of the American Bible Society, for the pur- 
pose of maturing the enterprise, and giving exis- 
tence and form to the institurion. At this consal- 
‘ation there were present a respectable number of 
delegates from various religious denominations, 
who, with the advice and assistance of other gen- 
tlemen of high consideration from different sec- 
tions of the country, revised and agreed upon a 
constitution to be submitted to a more public 
meeting on the following day, when the proceed- 
ings of the convention were considered as sanc- 
tioned with a most delightful unanimity. Since 
‘hat period, measures have been pursued which 
have already secured the co-operation of Several 
Tract Societies, and particularly the aid of that 
most respectable and efficient institution in the 
Eastern States, the American Tract Society at 
Boston, who have, without a dissenting voice, re- 
solved to become a branch of the National Soci- 
ety, established in New-York. Under these aus- 
pices the citizens of New-York have liberally stip- 
ulated to furnish the Society a large and comino- 
dious edifice for the seat of their operations, and 
have already procured funds to the amount of up- 
wards of 20,000 dollars, and commenced the So- 
ciety’s house in one of the most eligible portions of 
the city. The individuals alluded to have done 
this, not only with the express de-ign that the So- 
ciety shall have every accommodation, without ev- 
er taking any thing for this purpose from funds 
consecrated to the publishing and distributing of 
Tracts, but with the expectation that it shall event- 
ually receive, from rents on the building, a consid- 
erable amount annually in augmentation of these 
funds. 

In making this early presentation of their object 
to the friends of the Redeemer in the United 
States, and in venturing most respectfully to urge 
the claims of this institution to general patron- 
age, the committee feel that it is needless to ex- 
hibit to any considerable extent, the superior ad- 
vantages of that method of moral and religious in- 
struction which is pursued by the distribution of 
Tracts. Though men are fallen by. their iniquity, 
and are to be recovered from their apostacy and 
condemnation only through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, and by the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, yet does this method of mercy most dis- 
tinctly recognize the use of means in the business 
of their salvation. 

Next to the Bible and the living ministry, one 
of these means of light and salvation will be found 
to be short, plain, striking, entertaining, and in- 
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structive Tracts, exhibiting in writing some of the 
great and glorious truths of the Gospel. “The 
word of truth” is the great instrument of moral re- 


novation. He who scatters it scatters the seed of 


the kingdom, and may look for the harvest in 
God’s own good time and way. A tract may be 
perused at leisure; it may be consulted in the 
hour of retirement and solitude ; it can be read ina 
little time; and though it may contain instruction iin- 


portant and weighty enough for the consideration of 


the sage,and yet simple enough tu be accommodated 
to the taste and intelligence of a child, may be ea- 
sily weighed and deposited in the memory. This 
method of instruction is peculiarly calculated for 
the poor, and is especially demanded by the poor 
of our extended population, It is a method by 
which the blessings of a religious education may, 
to no inconsiderable degree, be extended to the 
lower ranks of Society with peculiar facility; and 
which, asa practical system, is already entitled 
to the claims of successful experiment. It isa 
means of doing good which is level to every capa- 
city, and adapted to every condition, Tie man 
of low attainment in science, the mother, the child, 
tlie obscure individual in the meanest condition, 
can give away a Tract, and perhaps accompany 
it with a word of advice or admonition, with as 
much promise of success as a Missionary or an 
Apostle. A minister may distrib.te Tracts among 
nis people, and thus impress and extend his pub- 
tic instructions where the impreysions of his offi 

cral duty would otherwise be lost, or never extend- 
ed: and in this way he may double his usefuloess, 
atu devote two lives to his Master’s glory instead 
of one. The teacher and the pupil, the parent 
and the child, the master and the servant, may be- 
come to each other the most effectual preachers 
by the distribution of Tracts. The traveller may 
scatter them along the roads, and throughout the 
inns and cottages, and in return the ions and cot- 
tages may spread them before the eye of the 
thoughtless traveller. Merchants may distribute 
them: to shipmasters, and shipmasters to seamen ; 
men of business. may transmit them with every 
bale of goods to the remote corners of the land 
and globe; and thus the infinitely important truths 


of the Gospel, truths by which it is the purpose | 


of the God of heaven to make men “ wise unto 
salvation,” like the diffusive light, may be emit- 
ted from numberless sources and in every direc- 
tion, All this may be done in the most inoffensive 
and inobtrusive way, with no imagisterial aythor- 
ily—no claims of superior wisdom or goodness— 
and no alarm to human pride or frowardness. “A 
Tract can be given away, and God’s blessing as- 
ked upon it ina moment.” Aside from the influ- 
ence of those institutions which involve no ex- 
pense at all, in no way can so much probable good 
be effected, at so little expense, as by the distribu- 
tion of Tracts. A Tract which contains ten pa- 
ges, can be published for a single cent! And 
when we recollect how long a single Tract may be 
preserved, by how many individuals and families 
it may be read, and when read by them, to how 
many others it may be lent; it is difficult to con- 
ceive of a way in which more good can be ac- 
complished by a very small amount of means.— 
As an auxiliary to other means of doing good, the 
distribution of Tracts also holds a distinguished 
place. In how many sick chainbers, in how ma- 
ny meetings of anxious inguiry, in how many cit- 










cles of wealth and prosperity, of fashion, folly, 
and vice, may these faithful witnesses be left to 
tesiify what otherwise never would be told? The 
language of every Missionary Society, whether 
Domestic or Foreign, is, “ A tmissionary without a 
supply of Tracts is unproviced for his work. The 
press is the grand medium of commu »cation in 
ail parts of the missionary world.” A missionary 


at Sumatra writes, “I am fully of opinion, thag- 


among ail nations not accustomed to books, the 
disuibution of small Tracts, written in an easy 
style, or of single gospels, is much more likely to 
do good, than that of larger works. ‘This opinion 
is strengthened by the experience and observation 
of every day.” Nor are the preceding suggestions 
founded in mere theory, but warranted by facts. 
ire amount of good already achieved by the dis- 
tribution of ‘Tracts ts incalculable. Much has 
been done, in this and other countries, to afford 
the most satisfactory evidence of their beneficial 
effects. The most interesting accounts accamu- 
late upon us from every quarter, where Tracts 
are circulated either in Ciristian or pagan lands, 
of their extended utility. It is impessible to recite 
them. Volumes might be profitably occupied 
with the most interesting narratives of this sort.— 
There is nota week in which we have not striking 
accouits of their happy results. Some years ago, 
the author of the lithe Tract, called The Dairy- 
man’s Daughter, is said to have received informa- 
tion of three hundred couversions by the instru- 
mentality of that ‘Tract. Of the labours of how 
maby ministers of the Gospel cau this be said, 
even though they have extended to very advan- 
ced aye? Many revivals of religion this little 
Tract is known to have occasioned. The Tract 
called The Swearer’s Prayer, has been at least 
equally successful. More than twenty instances 
vf conversion by the instrumentality of Tracts, 
have been reported, with their attending circum- 
stances, to the committee of one Society in the 
United States, during the past year, besides sever- 
al revivals of religion occasioned or greatly pro- 
moted by that Society’s publications. We are 
not ignorant of the alarming success with which 
Voltaire and his infidel assuciates, on the contin- 
eut of Europe and elsewhere, proved the efficacy 
of this aethod of access to the common people, in 
producing one of the most terrible ioral convul- 
sious which have ever shaken the world. And 
we are not ignorant of the success of men ofa 
different spirit, in those well directed efforts in the 
cause of Tracts, by which the continent began to 
be enlightened and reformed in the days of the 
Great Reformation. 

But these laudable efforts, notwithstanding all 
they have achieved, have come short of the exi- 
gencies of the world, and have, in no small de- 
gree, failed of their object, through a divided and 
partial operation. It has long been a doubtful 
point, whether Christians of different denomina- 
tions could unite their efforts beyond the single 
endeavour of distributing the Holy Scriptures 
“ without note or comment.” And yet the “ body 
of Christ” is one. In all that pertains to the es- 
sential principles of Christianity, it cannot be oth- 
erwise than that there exists a union of affection 
and sentiment among all good men, by whatever 
name they may be Called: and we are persuaded 
this harmony exists to a degree, beyond the anti- 
cipations not only of the more vigilant and caus 
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tious, but of the more indulgent and liberal. All 
good men receive the Holy Scriptures as contain- 
ing a complete and entire system of divine truth, 
by whose unerring standard every opinion is to be 
tried and decided. So long as they love the Bi- 
bie, they cannot be at war with oue another.— 
And so long as they believe the truths of the Bi- 
ble, are they united in their religious sentiments. 
We do not mean by this to become the abettors 
of that modern liberality which discovers no dif- 
ference between the precious aud the vile, and 
which consists in a virtual indifference to all reli- 
gious opinions. ‘To us it appears, that the author 
ity of the Divine Legislator extends to the under- 
standings of men, as wel] as to their conduct, and 
that they have no more right to believe what is 
false, than to practice whatis wrong. But we do 
believe, that if good men beheld each other’s 


goodness through a nearer medium, and one less 


obscured, they would be more under the direction 
of a reciprocated confidence, and their prejudices 
and fears would melt away before the beniguant 
influence of holy love. And we do mean to af- 
firm, that were there a more scrupelous regard to 
the infallible judgment of God, and a less scrupu- 
lous regard to the fallible judgment cf meu: if the 
rivalship of denomimation were merged in the ri- 


valship of benevolent. enterprise; if the fear of 


God and the love of Jesus Ciirist, if a tender com- 
passion for the salvation of sinners, and a tender 
affection towards all the friends of the Redeemer, 
were the paramount principles of action: chilling 
alienations would pass away, hieart-burning suspi- 
cions would find no place, mutual criminations 
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teemed President of the Society, in his first offi- 
cial address, will * ever bear in mind the high re- 
sponsibility of their office: and always feel that, 
as the eternal destinies of souls may hang upon 
their deliberations and doings, no Tract should 
ever be issued from the Depository of this Society, 
which does not contain, should it find its way 
where the Bible was never seen, nor the Gospel 
ever heard, enough of living truth to guide the ig- 
norant and the inquiring sinner into the path of 
eternal life.” 

If in any instanee we should hesitate abant the 
terms in which any truth should be expressed, we 
may always be relieved from our embariasstmnent 
hy resorting to the terms of the Bible, and adopt- 
ing the very language of the Spirit of all truth.— 
The Committee cannot feel that this is a vision- 
ary enterprise. ‘They no longer regard it as a 
doubtful experiment. On the most matured view 
ofall the difficulties they can anticipate, they are 
persuaded it is a practicable and high born under- 
taking. The indications of Divine Providence 
have so manifestly led to it, that though they have 
all admitted some anxious speculations, they dare 
not hesitate. Itis with deep-felt gratitude and de- 
light, that they have watched the superintendence 
ot the Holy Spirit over this novel and hopeful at- 
tempt; and already do they indulge the expecta- 
tion, that under the same refreshing intlueuce, the 
riches of the harvest wilf correspond with the 
splendor of this early promise. Who can tell, but 
the time is drawing near, when the different sec- 
tions of the Church of God on the earth shall be 
“perfectly joined together iu the same mind and 


would be suppressed, more importance would be | the same fudgment; and that, without either ew- 


attached to the things in which we agree, and less 
to those in which we differ; there would be more 


of the soul of union; and while the enemies of 


our religion would be again constrained to bear 
the honourable testimony, “ See how these Chris- 
tians love one another,” we ourselves should sing, 
“ Behold how good and how pleasant it is, for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!” = It is obvi- 
ous that the only diffyulty in forming a Tract So- 
ciety upon these enlarged principles, lics in the 
doctrinal character of the Tracts to be circulated. 
On this. subject, the most full and liberal provision 
is made in the constitution of the AMERICAN 
TRACT SOCIETY. The different dencemina- 
tions composing the Publishing Committee, come 
to their work with the solemn and honest stipula- 
tion, to be each the protector of his own peculiar- 
ities ; and in this labour of mercy to publish and 
distribute such Tracts only, as shall inculcate those 
great doctrines to which they all harmonize.— 
Man’s native sinfulness—the purity and obligation 
of the iaw of God—the true and proper divinity 
of our Lord Jesus Cirist—the necessity and reali- 
ty of his atonement and sacrifice—the efficiency 
of the Holy Spirit in the work of renovation—the 
free and full offers of the Gospel and the duty of 
men to accept it—the necessity of personal holi- 
ness—as well as an everlasting state of rewards 
and punishments beyond the grave : these are doc- 
trines dear to our hearts, and constitutes the basis 
of our union. And who does not see, that in the 
present state of our own country and the world, 
there is a wide sphere of successful operations, in 
simply diffusing these and other kindred truths in 
which we agree. It is hoped that the Publishing 
Committee, agreeably to the suggestion of the es- 
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bracing Ov propagating error, or suppressing the 


truth, and without withholding thety censure from 
all who believe “ another Gospel,” they shall im- 
bibe that amiable and concili:ting temper, whose 
attractive influence shall allure them to concen- 
trated efforts in every labeur of love? Who can 
tel] but the present ts an instance of harmeny and 
co-operation which will prepare the way for other 
and more important instances, when in unity of 
faith and unity of spirit, no bevevolent enterprise 
shall fail through the discordancy of Christians ; 
and when in every cause that demands prompt 
and extended co-cperation, the friends of the Re- 
deemer shall know how to combine their energies 
against the common foe? © Who will not say, 
“'The Lord hasten it in his time!” “ Thy watch- 
men shall lift upthe voice ; with the voice together 
shall they sing ; for they shall see eye to eye when 
the Lord shall bring again Zion.” 

Peculiar advantages, it appears to the Com- 
mitteee, will result from the formation of a great 
Institution, whose operations shall extend over 
our whole country, and as far as practicable, even 
beyond its limits. The two-fold union of various 
local institutions and of Christians of different 
denominations, all applying their powers in a 
common direction, and uniting the concurrence 
and feeling of this free and enterprising nation 
appears to be the only measure which can secure 
all the energy of operations which is needed.— 
The world at large, the adjacent states of South 
America, the islands of the West Indies, and our 
own United States in particular, present a vast 
and inviting field for the exertions of a Society 





combining the efforts of the whole Christian com- 
munity. Qur own country contains a population 
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of more than eleven mitions, scattered over an 
extent of more than one million of square miles, 
every hour becoming a more numerous and more 
reading population, Four millions of this popu- 
lation consist of childven ; and under the operation 
of the system of Comman Schools which is 
adopted in many of the states, aided by the influ- 
ence of Sabbath Schools established in all, how 


compatatively easy is it to extend the power of 


mora} and religious instruction through the medi- 
um of Tracts, to these flourishing nurseries of 
the Church and the State. Should God lift his 
smile upon the Society it wil! speak to the re- 
motest corners of the globe. The purpose of its 
conductors is to publish Tracts in various lan- 
guages, and to be heralds of Divine mercy, not 
ouly to our own population, not only to the pro- 
vices of our Southern and Northern frontier, but 
to Eastern and Western Asia, and the Southern 
Ocean. But how can this be accomplished with- 
out a wore generous and undivided impulse ? 
Every new institution also of such character ex- 
erts a happy influence on our nationa} union, and 
is a new accession of the best and strongest affec- 
tions of the human heart, gathered from the re- 
motest parts of the land, to “ lengthen the cords 
and strengthen the stakes” that bind together 
the body politic; so that while public opinion 
maintains its existing ascendency, every new ac- 
cession of difiusive benevoleace will render it 
more and more difficult for the spirit of faction or 
usurpation to sever this cemented country. And 
so long as public opinion maintains its existing 
supremacy, who does not feel the immense im- 
portance of moulding it by a moral and religious 
influence, and of securing and augmenting our 
civil and political liberties by the most unconfi- 
ned diffusion of the lights of science and religion 
throughout a community whose political existence 
depends on the intelligence, and more especially, 
on the integrity of the people? We might add to 
these considerations, that should approved Tracts 
be supplied to the nation, from one general es- 
tablishment, one set of stereotype plates, and one 
set of engravings, one Board of Managers and 
officers, and one ceutie of transportation, the 
economy of such a measure in all the expendi. 
tures and labours of the Society, niust be a pow- 
erful argument in favour of the union. Tracts 
are now exceedingly cheap but the Committee 
are greatly deceived if the formation of the Amer- 
ican Tract Society does not render them cheaper 
than they now are, andif the Parent Depository 
is not able to supply the country at a lower rate 
than they can be supplied by the local Societies. 
And why should the establishment of a General! 
Institution diminish the zeal of the local Soci- 
eties? Are they not all moving forward from 
the desire of doing good, and under the para- 
mount impulse to what is best? Has the Na- 
tional Bible Society diminished the zeal of the 
local Bible Societies? With the Divine blessing 
on the American T'ract Society, the Commitiee 
have little doubt that a course will be pursued, 
which, by augmenting the zeal of the whole, 
will augment the zeal of the parts; which, 
while it shall secure the confidence, will concen- 
trate the unabeted and increased efforts of the 
nation; and which, while it invigorates the 
heart, will pour its life blood with accelerated 
force through every artery and yein. 
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The city of New-York, eminently distinguished 
by its natural and local advantages, its accumula- 
ting population, and its increasing commercial 
prosperity and influence, seems destined, in the 
wisdom of Divine Providence, to become the cen- 
tre of these extended operations. If the signs of 
the times call for a National Institution, where 
might we look for the seat of its operations, unless 
where there. are greater facilities of ingress and 
egress, and more extended, constaut and direct 
communications with foreign ports, and every 
part of our interior, than are to be found in any 
other locality in the nation? When the canals 
which are now in progress shall be completed, 
there will be a direct inland water communica- 
tion between this port and every village of note 
in the extended couutry to the west of the Alle- 
gany Mountains. Already one third part of the 
foreign goods brought into the United States are 
entered at this port, and here put up for me:chants 
in every part ofthe Union. Merchants assemble 
here, and opportunities are constantly presented 
for sending Tracts at a very small expense, and 
very frequently at no expense at all, to the remo- 
test parts of the land, and of engaging the proper 
persons to use their influence in distiibu'ing them. 
And it is hoped that the increasing and well di- 
rected zeal in benevolent institutions which has 
been manifested by our citizens for a few past 


jyears, and especially the interest which has re- 


cently been awakened in the Tract cause, affords 
the community some pledge of persevering exer- 
tion in this responsible work, which will be effeet- 
tually redeemed. We are sensible that the eyes 
of good men in the country are directed towards 
us, and that they ‘have a right to expect that every 
man engaged in this important business will do 
his duty. =, 

The formation of the American T'ract Society 
therefore in the city of New-York we cannot but 
hope is an event which will be regarded with in- 
terest by all the friends of onr common Lord. 
This union forms a new era in the American 
churches, and the auspices under which it has 
been consummated are certainly of bright augury. 
We respectfully solicit the favour of the Chiris- 
tian community, not for our own sakes, but for 
his who “died for us and rose again.” ‘To Min- 
isters and Churches—to societies already in ex- 
istence, and to communities where Auxiliary 
Associations may be formed--to wealthy iodivid- 
uals whom God has made the stewards and 
almoners of his bounty—to henevolent males and 
females, we would affectionately and urgently say, 
Come and help us. The enterprise in which we 
are engaged, though among the most noiseless, 
may be ranked among the most noble exploits ot 
the age ip which we live. It cannot be carried 
forward without harmony of design, and untired 
perseverance and zeal. And “it is good to be 
zealously affected in a good thing.” We feel 


justified in soliciting for the object we pursue, 


your fixed and steady attention, your strong and 
ardent affections, your hearty and vigorous co- 
operation. There is great weight and imfluence 
in our design; and though there may be difficul- 
ties, and even dangers in our way, we chesish 
sanguine expectations of the Divine favour and 
blessing. 

We live, fellow-citizens, at an eventful period 
of the world. The purposes of God’s mercy ap- 
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pear to be rapidly unfolding, and rapidly and 
surely advancing to their final issue. New scenes 
are already opening upon the world and upon the 
church ; and the “enterprise to be achieved is 
the conversion of the world to its redeeming God 
and King.” In this vast and arduous enterprise, 
no portion of mankind are bound to feel a deeper 
interest than the people of these Unired States. 
The state of our country is one of upparalieled 
prosperity. At peace among ourselves and with 
all nations, eur population is becoming “ as the 
sand which is by the sea in multitude.” Qur in- 
dustry and wealth are giving this favoured people 
a high elevation in the catalogue of nations. The 
light of scienge and the arts is diffusing its influ- 
ence through every part of our growing republic. 
Our plans of internal improvement and public 
utility are raising our dignity and glory in the 
view of future ages. And our happy religion, 
born of God, descended from heaven, and dweil- 
ing in undisturbed security in this Western World 
has already exerted its efficient power in forming 
here a people for his praise. The Committee tn- 
dulge the hope, that great multitudes tn this bap 
py portion of the globe will enrol their names 
among the patrons of this Institution and the ben 
efactors of mankind. They know that the enter- 
prise in which they are engaged, is one which 
cannot prosper unless the God of all the earth 
control and prosper it. They earnestly solicit an 
interest in your prayers as well as your benefac- 
tions. To them it is a delightful thought that 
the cause is God’s and dependent absolutely on 
him. ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” This is their 
motto. In the name of God alone we begin and 
go forward; confiding always in that Divine gui- 
dance and favour, which in all their toil, shall be 
invoked by prayer, and in all their success, be 
honoured with thanksgiving. 
Signed in bebalf of the Executive Coimmittee 
of the American Tract Society. 
JAMES MILNOR, 
GARDINER SPRING, | 
JOHN KNOX, 
JUSTIN EDWARDS, 
CHAS. G. SOMMERS, 
JOHN SUMMERFIELD, 
New-York, June, 1825. 
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The address of the Executive Cogmittee of the Na- 
tional Tiact Society, lately organized under such flat- 
tering auspices at New-York will be found in our paper 
of this date, We can add little to the sound, judicious, 
and forcible reasoning of the Committee. The utility of 
Tracts as a humble and noiseless, yet efficacious means 
of instruction, has been too fully tested te reqnve further 
proof. Ifthe friends of religion have not understood the 
subjeet, its enemies have. Tracts were, within the mem- 
ory of some now living, employed as instruments of infi 
delity, with what success, we have had tremendous expe- 
rience. Who has not been pained to see corruption, in- 
decency, and blasphemy, diffused in the shape of popular 
songs, and publications no way differing from tracts? As 
their efficieney is and will be so great, it is important that 
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it be rightly applied ; and the history of Tracts abund- 
antly evinces that they are capable of an application mosg 
propitious to the interests of evangelical piety. The Au- 
thor of “ The Dairyman’s Daughter,’ who is not a man 
to be easily deceived, thinks he has evidence of not less 
than Three Hundred Conversions effected by the instru- 
mentality of that single production. The Swearer's 
Prayer, alse, has been specially blessed. Many a blas- 
phemer has heard the still small voice of this litle prea- 
cher, when the grave rebuke of authority would have 
been lost amid the clamour, aad riot, and outrage of tur- 
bulent passion. Indeed we think we have the opinion of 
the Christian public in our favour, when we say that, af- 
ter the Bible and the Sabbath School system, no means o! 
diffusing religious influence comes before Tracts. We 
hope that the Society thus established will receive the 
same support which the Bible Society does, and for the 
same reason. ‘Llat is a union of the great and the good 
of every evangelical denomination in one grand effort to 
diffuse the practical influence of those doctrines in which 
they agree, and which they think essential. 





The Religious Tract Society of New-York, has be- 
come auxiliary to the National Tract Society, and has 
committed to its disposal such of its Stereotype platgs as 
may be wanted, as well as all its engravings. The plates 
are more than 3000 in number, aud the engravings near- 
ly 500. 

BURMAN MISSION. 

At the latest dates, no news had beea received from the 
Baptist Missionaries at Ava, the capital of the Burman 
Empire. From the known cruelty of that government 
and people, fears are entertained that they have before 
this time, fallen victims. The only ground of hope is in 
the providence of God, which was so signally apparent in 
the preservation of the missionaries at Rangoon, when 
that city was taken. For the individuals Messrs. Judson 
and Price, and Mrs. Judson, who have been placed in 
such jeopardy, a trembling anxiety is felt, and prayer is, 
we trust, made without ceasing ; but that the commotions, 
which at present agitate that country, will terminate in a 
better and more secure state of things, no doubt can be 
entertained. All accounts represent the British arms as 
uniformly victorious. Should they continue to be so, no 
future missionaries to that country will have any thing ta 
fear from the government. 








THEATRICAL EXHIBITIONS. 

During the recent session of the Legislature of this 
state, a bill was introduced to repeal the law which pro- 
hibits theatrical exhibitions. One or two votes only were 
given in its favor. Subsequently a bill was brought in to 
suppress circus exhibitions. It passed by a large majori- 
ty in the House of representatives, but was postponed in- 
definitely inthe Senate, owing, it is said, to the absence 
of three or four members of that body when the vote was 
taken. Although we understand that the existing laws of 
the state do in fact prohibit establishments of this sort, we 
believe that the people at large regret the loss of this op- 
portunity to express their decided conviction of the evil and 
vorrupting nature of such practices. 





AMERICAN FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


The age in which we live may well be called the age of 
new contrivances. The scheme proposed to public notice 
in the following Circular, is certainly new, and ifit shall 
be successful, it will prove itself to be a contrivance wor- 





thy of the age. It looks, as others have remarked abont 
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it, like writing “ Holiness to the Lord,” on “ the bells of 
the horses.” 

It gives us peculiar pleasure to see such a project brought 
forward in the great commercial metropolis of our nation. 
And we will say, that if the rich Christians of New-York 
will show that they have zeal and spirit enough to carry 
forward the project successfully, they will at the same 
time do not a little towards showing that their city is wor- 
thy to be the metropolis of our great institutions of nation- 


al benevolence. 
CIRCULAR. 
Dear Sir,— 

The undersigned have been appointed a com- 
mittee to invite your attention, and that of the re- 
ligious community generally, to the following no- 
tice, to explain the object, and give a general out- 
line of the plan of the associates. 

Notice.—Books of Subscription to the Capital 
Stock of the American Fire Insurance Company, 
will be open under the direction of the Subscrib- 
ers, Commissioners appointed by the Board of 
Directors for that purpose, on Tues“ay, the 28th 
inst., at 18 Wall-street, and will contunue open 
from 10, A. M. until 3 o’clock, P. M. 

Five per cent., or five dollars, upon each share, 
will be required to be paid at the time of subscrib- 
ing, and a fair and equal distribution of the stock 
inade among the different applicants. The under- 
signed, in offering this stock to the public, deem it 
proper to state, that the dividends of the Company, 
to the stockholders, are in no case to exceed six 
percent. per anraum, and that the scrip will be 
issned upon this express condition—the design of 
the associates being to apply the surplus earnings 
to benevolent objects. 

Commissioners.— George Suckley, Stephen D. 
Beekman, Thomas Stokes, Thomas Purser, 
Jeremiah H. Taylor, John H. Hill, Najah 
Taylor, Moses Allen, Gerard Beekman, Tim- 
othy Hutton, Alexander C. Jackson. 


The object of the company, alluded to in the 
foregoing notice, is to aid religious institutions, by 
contributions to their funds—to accomplish this, 
they propose to loan out their capital at the usual 
rates of interest, on good security, and to pursue 
the ordinary business of a Fire Insurance Com- 
pany; and after paying to the stockholders, semi- 
annually,a dividend of six per cent. per annum, 
reserving a sufficient surplus to meet contingen- 
cies, and defray the necessary expenses of the 
institution, to divide annually, and pay over the 
balance to the representatives of the dilferent reli 
gious denominations, who may be members of the 
Board of Directors for the time being, to be by 
them applied to such Missionary Society o1 other 
religious institutions, as they, or a majority of them, 


may be disposed to patronise; the proportion of 


the fund to be regulated by the amount of business 
brought into the concern by each denomination : 
an account of which being kept with strict refer- 
ence to such division. All business not recogniz- 
ed as belonging to either denomination, to be giv- 
en to the American Bible or Tract Society. It 
must be apparent, however, that in order to give 


effect to the plan, a united effort of Christians, of 


different denominations, to produce a general dis- 
tribution of the stock, and an extended patronage 
of the office, is desirable. Accordingly, the offi- 
cers and managers have been selected, and are al- 
ways hereafter to be selected, in equal proportions 
from the five folJowing denominations, each firs- 
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nishing their own list of names, viz.:—The Meth- 
odists, Baptists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and 
Reformed Dutch—and are at present as follows: 
President, 
JOHN ADAMS, Esq. from the Presbylerian, 
Vice Presidents, 
Grorce Suckiey, from the Methodist, 
Tuomas Stokes, 3 Baptist, 
Tnomas Gigsons, from the Episcopalian, 
Isaac HEYER, 3 Reformed Dutch, 
Whose services are to be rendered gratuitously. 


The following persons compose the Board of 
Directors for the present year. viz. : 


Methodist— George Suckley, James Donaldson, 
James Latourette, Duniel Ayers, Eliphalet 
Wheeler, Stephen D. Beekman, Francis Hall. 

Baptist—-Thomas Stokes, Thomas Skelding, 
Thomas Purser, William Colgate, Elijah 
Pierson, James Wilson, Elijah Lewis. 

Episcopalian— Thomas Gibbons, David Marsh, 
Daniel Mersereau, John H. itil, Jeremiah 
H. Taylor, Jas. A.Burtus, John Siearns, M.D. 

Presbyterian—John Adams, Moses Allen, An- 
sun G. Phelps, Anthony Dey, Knowles Tay- 
lor, George Zabriskie, Gilbert S. Mount. 

Reformed Dutech—Isaac Heyer, Gerard Beek- 
man, Richard Duryee, Thomas Storm, Timo- 
thy Hulton, Richard T. Haines, sdlerander 
C. Jackson. 

The charter permits an increase of the Direc- 
tors to 100 at the next election. The Board have 
determined to embrace the privilege, and will pro- 
ceed to make the increase immediately, under the 
name of “associates of the American Fire In- 
surance Company,” until the period of election. 

The Committee think this plan opens the door 
to the friends of religion, while receiving a fair in- 
terest for their money, to be extensively useful— 
to do good should be the object—and how to ac- 
complish with our means, the greatest amount of 
good—the constant study of every Christian, 

The present age, which is so remarkably distin- 
guished for grand projects, and noble enterprises, 
should find Christians ready to take advantage of 
the spirit of the limes to subserve the interests of 
Christ’s kingdom. 

The presevt enterprise is a business effort to 
produce contributions to religious objects, and calls 
for Chiistian patwonage. It ts evident the plan is 
practicable. The only question is, “ Are there 
men to be found who are willing to receive but six 
per cent. for a certain portion of their money, and, 
cast the overplus into the * Treasury of the Lord 7” 
If there are, the object is secured, and a perma- 
nent and growing fund will be created to be appli- 
ed to the best of purposes. 

The Committee cannot but indulge high hopes 
of its success. They trust the Christian public 
will weigh deliberately the claims of this institu- 
tion to a portion at least of their patronage. 

It is very desirable that every person, friendly 
to the object, should be possessed of some of the 
stock, be the amount ever so small. The bocks, 
as will be observed, are to be opened on the 28th 
of this month, at No. 18 Wall-st. 

CORNELIUS HEYER, 
HORACE HOLDEN, 
G. N. BLEECKER, 
JONAS HUMBERT, 
JOHN WESTFIELD. 














FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


TRUTH. 





What istruth? said the Roman Governo: ; but 
he was too much like many of more modern 
times. He asked a question which he might easi- 
ly have solved, yet was vot willing to make a prop 
er use of his knowledge. Poor, incousiderate 
man goes on in one false sep after another, invol- 
ving himself in many unnecessary difficulties, all 
of which might be avoided by honestly inquiring, 
what is truth? and by strictly adhering to it when 
discovered. Swift, in his aceount of the Houu- 
hytmnos informs us, that they have no expression ip 
their language to designate a falsebood: they say, 

‘such a one has said the thing thatis not.” Tecan 
readily join him in wishing an untrath on a foot- 
ing with some unheard of crime; but I believe ma- 
ny a falsehood originates from inattention and a 
want of due regard to the nature of troth. It is 
not to be supposed that any person is bound to 
give an answer to etery impertinent inquiry; bat 
we can never be justified if we “say the thing 
which is tot.” The safest way in such circum. 
stances is, either to give no answer at all to im 
proper questions, erto give such as are strictly 
conformable to the truth. Ef mankind would uni- 
versally enter into the scheme of speaking the 
truth at all times, und On all occasions, what a 

change would there be iu human affairs! [stead 
of oaths, bonds, lawsuits, &c. nothing would be 
necessary but simple memorandums to supply the 
want of memory. Jealoasy and distrust would 
be banished from the earth; aml the numberless 

suspicions and misunderstandings, which give rise 
{0 sO Many imaginary injuries, woald no longer 
exist. “Tiuth is not only iu itself a substanual 
principle, but its effects are more exteusive than 
is commonly imagined. ‘Fu sey the thing which 
78, certainly constitutes truth: but the applic: ition 
is farsnore geveral. Ifa man professes a clarac- 
ter and does not act up to it, he does aot keep the 
truth. So with regard to religion. Every profes- 
sor whose religion is not of the heart, so long ashe 
gvontinues a professor, is adding sin to sin; for he 
is telling a falsehood every day of his life. In courts 
of justice it is required, that “the truth, the whole 
truth, awd vothing but the trath,” be told. This 
Js emphatic and very significant language, and de- 
serving the aitention af every one who wishes 
strict ly to coalorm to this divine principle. We 
sometimes hear of a white falsehou!, which is 
meant to dono injury, but is either intended as a 
harmless joke or perhaps designed to serve a 
fyiend. This will not sland the lest: it is not 
warranted by the Scripture; it is not the precept 
taught by our Saviour: @ falsehood is a falsehood, 
whether it be a w hite or a black one ; and the man 
Who first made use of the expression “ Let justice 
be done, if heaven itself goes to wreck,” might 
with mach more propriety, have applied it to tel- 
ling the truth in every thought, word, and action. 
Can any reasoning, can any situation in life, ex- 
cuse a deviation from truth ? 

The abettors of that relic of barbarism, that 
disgrace to every civilized nation, duelling, have 
supposed no crime of deeper dye, or of greater 
magnitude than impeaching a person’s veracity ; 
than supposing a human being capable of utter- 
tng a falsehood, 
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I have thus far endeavored to establish the util- 
ity, the extent, and the excellency of truth; but 
cannot couclude the subject, without sertously ad- 
vising the thoughtless to consider the absolute and 
divine iujunction, “ Let yonr yea be yea, and your 
nay, nay ;” for however this sacred principle may 
be undervalued or opposed, yet it is conmected 
with a cause that will most assuredly prevail. 


S. M. R—r. 
BAPTIST GENERAL CONVENTION, 


FROM THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT, 








Extracts from the Address 

With sincere and lively satisfaction, the Board 
of Managers of the General Convention of the 
Baptist Denomination in the United States, pre- 
sent another annual address to the friends of the 
kingdom of the Redeemer, who have been taught 
to prefer Jerusalem above their chief joy, and 
whose generous contributions sustain the Board i in 
the discharge of their responsible duties. 

It has been the pleasure of the Lord to bring a 
thick cloud over the immediate prospects of suc- 
cess in the Burman Mission. Each brother, at 
thot station, has found reason to say, with the Pa- 
tularch, “changes aud war are against me.” The 
holy conversation of the converts at Rangoon, the 
favorable attentions of the Emperor and of the 
court at Ava, the advanee of the translation of the 
oracles of God, the steady zea! of the missionarigs, 
and the increasingly inquisitive excitement of the 
natives of the country, inspiréd the hope that a day 
of salvation had commenced its dawn on a moral- 
ly benighted empire. Perhaps it has. The ways 
of the Lord and histhoughts are not asours. Yet 
lis way is ip the sea, and his thoughts are very 
deep. 

On the landing of the British forces on the 
shores of the Irrawaddy, our beloved missionaries 
were seized, bound; executioners were at their 
side; and the first discharge of the enemy’s can- 
non was ordaived the signal for their destruction, 
The firing commenced ; bat, thanks to the Lord, 
our God, heir purposes of death were not accom- 
plished. “They saw it and they marvelled ; they 
were troubled and they hasted away.” It is hop- 
ed that beneath the shadowing wings of the Al- 
inighty, they are blest with safety and peace. 

The latest information received from the East, 
induced a suspicion that our dear friends at Ava 
were imprisoned; probably under an impressiou 
that all white men, in common with the immedi- 
ate invaders of the empire, were to be regarded as 
foes or emissaries. Perhaps the affliction appre- 
hended has not been experienced. Adiitting the 
worst, Who can tell but that the Lord is with them, 
and has showed them mercy, and has given them 
favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison ? 
Who can tell, but that some astonishing interpo- 
sition of Divine Providence has released them. 


pire has, however, in a considerable degree, intet- 
cepted the facilities of intercourse. No recent ar- 
rivals, excepting a letter and journal from brother 
Wade, have brought any satisfactory intelligence. 
It may be proper to state, that a regulation has 
been made by the Board, which they believe will 
impart general satisfaction. Commerce ig India 








ts chiefly conducted in northern ports, kk is desire 
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able that our correspondence with foreign mission- 
nries be as direct and prompt as possible. The 


Committee in and about Boston, consisting of 


brethren who have been excelled by none in the 


cheerfulness of their contributions, the solidity of 


their judgment, the ardor of their zeal, and the ex- 
emplariuess*of their piety, have expressed their 
willingness to contribute to the promotion of the 
great objects of the Convention and its Board, by 
taking the Burman Mission under their more im- 
mediate charge. It has, by the Board, in the 
course of the past year, been entrusted to their 
care; and the Beard are happy in being able to 
state, that the results of this measure have been 
propitious to the missionary interests. 

From a Jetter under date of January last, it ap- 
pears that the prospects of success in the colony 
at Monrovia, in Africa, are quite encouraging. 
T.ot Carev, who had been taken under the patron 
gce of the Board, states, that hostilities on the part 
of the natives had ceased, and that schools were 
encou) uged. 
their faith in Christ, had, by him, been baptized. 
Timber and other materials for the erection of a 
Baptist meeting house were cullected. He asks 
jor assisiance to complete the work 3 and the Board 
fee) pleasure in recommending the case to the 
hearts of all who feel interested in the melioration 
of the condition of the African race. 

For information relative to the missionary sta- 
tions among the Indians, the Board respectfully 
refers to the several reports of the Committees 
produced at their present anniversary meeting.— 
They cannot but be thankful to the Bord, for his 
signal mercy in reference tg the Carey station. 
Twenty persons, during the past yeas, have des- 
cended the waters of the river St. Joseph, and, on 
a profession of their faith in the Lord Jesus, been 
solely baptized. Of these 8 were white persons 
ewploved on the premises, and 12 native Indians. 
Several additions have been made to the mission 
at the Valley Towns; and the latest reports from 
the Withington station are very encouraging. Are 
not such prophecies receiving their accomplish- 
ment, as we have read in the evangelic Isaiah ? 
“From the rising of the sun, and from the west, 
they shall know that there is no God beside me.” 

The Columbian College eontinues to prosper. 
Its siudents are ineveasing. The encouragement 
received by the Trustees of the Institution has in- 
duced them to commence the erection of another 
building, ef the same magnitude with the former. 
Its fonadations are laid, and the work is progress- 
ing. The silver and the gold are the Loard’s, and 
he can, and it is devontly boped will, in his good 
providence, continue to meet its exigencies. 


BAPTISTS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
Tt appears that there ave, of the Baptist denomi- 
nation in the United Srates, 191 Associations, em- 
braeing 3743 churehes, in which there are 238,100 
inembers, of whom 2577 are ordained or licensed 
ministers. During the past year 15,057 persons 
have been added to the churches, by baptism, ac- 
cording to the returgs in the Minutes of Associa- 
tions that have come to band. But this number 
xs well as the number of churches, sninisters, and 
members, would have been considerably greater, 
liad the minutes of all the Associations reached us. 
The table ts more Complete than it was last year : 


Nine persons, on a profession of 
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but still there are 49 Associations whose minutes 
were not received. It affords us pleasure to no-- 
tice, that the mumber of ministers is increasing. 
There was a greater gain, in this respect, during 
the past year, than was experienced in both the 
preceding years. May the Lord add abundantly 
to their graces, and make them instrumental, 
through the quickening influences of his Holy 
Spirit, in guiding many sinners into the paths of 
righteousness and peace.— Colwmlian Slar. 
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REVIVAL AT GREEN BAY, MICHIGAN. 





Extract of a letier, from the agent of the Domesti: 
and Foreign Missionary Sociely, at Green Bay, 
dated, 16th April, 1825, lo his correspondent in 
Philadelphia. 

Rev. Sir,—lIt will, [ trust, afford pleasure to 
our friends in Philadelphia, to hear that the God 
of all grace has been pleased to bless the feeble 
means that have been used to arouse the stupid 
ard the careless to a sense of their unhappy con- 
dition, while in a Christless state, and of thetr 
need of the atoning blood of a crucified Saviour 
for cleansing and acceptance with God, 

For two months past, an increastg attention 
to religion bas been gaining upon the minds ot 
the New-York Indians, who are settled here ; and 
some instances of deep conviction have been 
manifested by individuals, which, we hope, have 
terminated in saving conversion. 

I would mention as a particular instance, the 
conversion of Christine, a woman 72 years old,— 
she had before been, as she expressed herself, “ 
p2gan at heart, and a disbeliever of the Christian 
faith,’—she had resisted the preaching of Dr. 
Edwards, Mr. Occum, and Mr. Sergeant, but 
now finds it impossible to resist the nifluences of 
the Divine Spirit. Wish uplifted hands she ex- 
claimed, “ It is wonderful that E should be brought 
to know God, and find mercy in Redeeming grace 
at this Jate period.” 

Another woinan upwards of seventy, and an- 
other about sixty, have, we hope, passed from 
death unto life. 

This attention to divine things seems to be ge- 
neral; the young, as well as the aged, are begin- 
ning to inguire after the things that belong to 
their eternal peace. 

Mr. Ellis and myselfhave performed the service 
among them, when convenient, and we are happy 
to remark, that the influence of divine truth has 
been Jike the “still small voice” spoken of by the 
prophet ; free from those sallies of enthusiasen 
which have sometimes been witnessed in revivals, 
but their conviction deep and solemn. 

May the God of all grace strengthen us to per- 
severe in this glorious work, and increase in this 


wilderness the number of his redeemed. 
Phi. Rec. 





CHRISTIAN TEMPER. 

“A man of my acquaintance, who was of a 
vehement and rigid temper, bad, many years 
since, a dispute with a friend of his, a professor of 
religion, and had been injured by him. With 
strong feelings of resentment he made him a vis- 
it, fur the avowed purpose of qyarrelling with him. 
He accordingly stated to hint the nature and ex- 
tent ef the injury; and was preparing, as he af» 
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terwards confessed, to load him with a train of 
severe reproaches. His friend cut him short by 
acknowledging, with the utynost readiness and 
frankness, the injustice of which he had been 
guilty: expressing his own regret for the wrong 
which he had done, requesting his forgiveness, 
and proffering him ample compensation. He 
was compelled to say that he was satisfied, and 
withdrew, full of mortification that he bad been 
precluded from venting his indignation, and 
wounding his friend with keen reproaches for his 
conduct. As he was walking homeward, he said 
to hinnself to this effect: “ There must be some- 
thing more in religion than I have hitherto sus 
pected. Were any man to address me in the 
tone of haughtiness and provocation with which I 
addressed my friend this evening, it would be im- 


possible for me to preserve the equanimity of 


which I have been a witness, and eSpecially with 
so much frankness, humility, and meekness, to 
acknowledge the wrong which [ had done; so 
readily ask forgiveness of the man whom I had 
injured; and so cheerfully promise a satisfactory 
recompense. I should have met bis anger with 
at least equal resentment, paid him reproach for 
reproach, and inflicted wound for wound. There 
is something in this man’s disposition which 1s 
not in mine. There is something in the religion 
which he professes, and which I am forced to 
believe he feels; something which makes him so 
much superior, so much more amiable, so much 
better than I can pretend to be. The subject 
strikes me in a manner to which I have hitherto 
been a stranger. Itis high time to examine it 
‘more thoroughly, with more candour, and with 
greater solicitude, also, than I have done hitherto.” 
“From this incident a train of thoughts and 
emotions commenced in the mind of this man, 
which terminated in his profession of the Chris- 
tian religion, his relinquishment of the business in 
which he was engaged, and his consecration of 

himself to the ministry of the Gospel.” 
Dra. Dwicur. 


EXTRACTS FROM SCOTT’s LETTERS AND PAPERS. 


“Tt is a blessed thing to enter into the spirit of 


the apostle’s exhortations, Wot slothful in busi- 
ness ; fervent in smrit; serving the Lord: Do all 
heartily as unto the Lord, and not unio men. 1 
am persuaded that you may couduct your secular 
business in a spiritual frame of mind ; and that I 
may be very carnal, even when writing, preaching, 
and praying all the week long. But it is good to 
be aware of our danger, and watchful over our 
hearts. We have-not altained, but must press 
forward, lest we be carried backward.” 


“ Dear Sir—I have now sold the copy-right of 
the Bible, and nearly all the complete sets. I am 
to have 2000/. for the copy-right: but even that, 
when paid, will notclear all my debt. ButTI have 
a considerable quantity of printed paper, which 
will gradually bring in something : and at last, if 
we can say with good old Jacob when near death, 
God that fed me all my life long, the Angel that 
redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads !—bless 
our children, and our childsen’s children; and 
then add, as he does, J have waited for thy salva- 
tion, O Lord ; no matter whether we grow rich, 
or be impoverished: all things ar¢ ours, and we 


Extracts from Scott’s Letters and Papers.—Infant Baptism. 
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shall leave the blessing of God to our children— 
and how many tens of thousands of pounds is that 
worth 2” 

“[t is a maxim with me, that indulged children 
always are a rod by which God corrects their pa- 
rents. Aud this applies to ministers and their 
flocks, as well as to families: and many pious and 
even eminent ministers have so humoured and in- 
dulged their people, as to render them captious, 
seli-conceited, and ready to take offence at every 
faithful and needful reproof and expostulation, 
Good Mr. Newton, than whom few stand higher 
ov many grounds, had erred in this respect at Oj- 
ney to that degree, that he could not preach a 
plain and practical sermon without exciting inqui- 
ries throughout the town, ‘What has been the 
matter ? Who has been telling Sir, something 
that led to this subject ?’—By this and other con- 
curring Circumstances, though exemplary, meek, 
and loving, in the highest degree, he became au 
Eli at Oluey; and really could not keep his sta- 
tion, having lost almost all his authority and in 
fluence. And, when it was known that he was 
about tu go, it seemed the determination of the 
people to thwart and oppose bim in all his plans 
for their benefit: which made him more disturbed 
than I ever saw him at any other time. 

“ Aversion, Carried to extreme, against contro- 
versial discussions often makes way for this de- 
clension of esteem and usefulness, by opening the 
door to false teachers, especially antinomians, to 
corrupt the principles; o1 to persons who differ, 
as dissenters, or antipedobaptists, to unsettle the 
minds of the people. Here, again, good Mr. 
Newton used to say, and was admired for saying, 
‘That it was enough to preach the truth; for, 
that being established, error would fall of itself’ 
Now if truth were as congenial to the human 
heart as error, or more so, this might be the case : 
but who does not see that, if St. Paul had bee: 
so averse to all controversy, the false teachers of 
Galatia and Corinth would have supplanted him, 
and ruined those flourishing churches ? In conse- 
quence Olney, when Mr. N. left it, swarmed with 
antinomians; and, when J, about a year after, be- 
came curate of the parish, most of the professors 
of the gospel joined the dissenters ; and I had tu 
altempt raising a new congregation, in opposition 
to the antinomianism and anti-churchism, so to 
speak, which prevailed. Ina population of two 
thousand five hundred people, often not one bun- 
dred got together on a Sunday morning till near- 
ly the end of the sérvice, and half of these from 
other places. A great majority of Mr. N.’s bes: 
people had died before this time: but the antino- 
mians and dissenters had quite undermined hi< 
influence; while, Jabouring assiduously to carry 
uff his people they met with no opposition. 

* On the other hand, a harsh and sharp spirit in 
controversy, or in self-vindication, often carries 
matters, by the opposite road, to the same point ; 
by giving opposers the advantage of exclaiming 
against the spirit manifested by the minister ; and 
even as disgusting his own people.” 


INFANT BAPTISM. 

“For the first four hundred years,” says Dr. 
Wall in his history of Infant Baptism, “there 
appears Only one man, Tertullian, that advised 
the delay of infant baptism in some cases, and ove 











Gregory, who did, perhaps, practise such delay 





1825. | Have I come to 
jn the case of his own children ; but no society, 
so thinking or so practising, nor one man so say- 
ing thatit was unlawful to baptize infants. In 
the next 700 years there is not so much as one 
man to be found that either spoke or practised 
such delay, but all on the contrary. And when, 
about the year 1130, one sect among the Walden- 
ses declared against the baptizing of infauts, as 


being incapable of salvation, the main body of 


that people rejected that opinion. And the sect 
that still held to it quickly dwindled away and 
disappeared, and there was nothing more heard 
of the holding that tenet until the year 1522.” 

This account is given by a man who probably 
knew more about this subject than any other, 
and is acknowledged throughout, by one of the 
most learned Baptists of the English nation, to 
be more accurately done, and to be depended 
upon more than any other history. Now if the 
church thus uniformly for the fiast fifteen hun- 
dred years, practised infant baptism, we musi 
believe that the Apostles practised it, unless it 
can be shown that a mighty revolution on this 
subject took place in the first century ; so mighty 
that there should bé no opposition to it, and so re 
garded that there should not even be the least 
record of it. 


“HAVE I COME TO THIS.” 

How painful must be the reflections of a young 
man, who has enjoyed the privileges of society, 
moral instruction, and faithful admonition, to find 
himself arrested in his wicked career by the erm of 
justice, and about to receive the penaity of the law 
for his crimes, while comparing his past advanta- 
ges with his present circumstances. Indeed he 
may well say, * Have I come to this 2” 

This is not altogether an imaginary case. It so 
happened that the writer of this was present when 
several convicts arrived at one of our State Peni- 
tentiaries. Among the number was a young man, 
of about the age of twenty-four years, of good ap- 
pearance and well dressed. On going into the 
prison he involuntarily exclaimed, “ Have I come 
to thts?” Alas! too late to avoid the punishment 
justly due him for his crimes. What instructions 
such a scene, and such language is calculated to 
afford to youth. It should teach then to obey the 
first command with promise ; to honour their pa- 
rents; to avoid vain company; and in a word, to 
remember their Creator in the days of their youth. 
And to a parent who possesses a deep interest in 
the welfare of a son, just entering upon the scenes 


of active life; who knows the evil propensities of 


the natural heart, and the €xposedness of youth to 
the siares of the world, a scene like this must occa- 
sion a degree of anxious solicitude, lest on some 
future day he may have occasion to hear from that 
son the melancholy reflection, “ Have I come lo 
thts 2"—N. H. Rep. 





The Moravian Missionaries, among the Esqui- 
maux, under date of July 19, 1824, state, that * the 
cold last winter was intense. Fora long time Fah 
renheit’s thermometer sunk to 20, 30 and 38 below 
0. They inform us, that their labours are bless- 
ed, and that their settlements in the country are 
prosperous. Brother and sister Kohlmeister after 
thirty-four years faithful service, in that oiission, 
were about to return to Europe. Whatan admi- 
rable devotion to the cause of Christianity ! How 


o 


this.— Obituary. 65 


deep and sincere must be their convictions of the 
truth they preach and how great their zeal for the 
spread of the Gospel !— Demo. Press. 





Theological Seminary at Princeton.—The 
thirteenth annual report of the Managers of this 
Seminary has been published. The present num- 
her of students is stated to be one hundred and 
five. Public benefactions for the support of ne- 
cessitous students, amount the past year to $1038. 
Four new scholarships have been founded since 
the last meeting of the General Assembly, one by 
the Ladies in Angusta, Geo.; another by a lady 
in Charleston, S. G.; another by a gentleman at 
ted Hook, N. Y.; and the 4th by a geatleman of 
Jamaica, L. [. Information is also received, that 
the late Benjamin Smith, Esq. deceased, late of 
Elizabeth-Town, and Mr. John Keith, deceased, 
late of Bucks connty Pa. have each* bequeathed 
$2,500 dollars to endow scholarships in the Sem- 
inary. The whole number of scholarships is now 
sixteen. ‘The expenditures of the institution, for 
the ensuing year, are estimated at $6,900; the reg- 
ular income at $4,901, leaving a balance of $2,000 
to be provided for by the General Assembly.— 
New. Sent. 





College of New Jersey.—The summer session 
of this Institution has commenced. The present 
number of under graduates is about one hundred. 
The business of instruction will in future be con- 
ducted by the following gentlemen.—Rev. James 
Carnahan, D. D. President of the College; Robr 
B. Patton, A. M. Professor of Languages; Rev. 
Luther Elalsey, A. M. Professor of Natural Philo- 
sophy, Chemistry, and Natural History; John 
Mac'ean, A. M. Professor of Mathematics; and 
Messrs. Samuel K. Talmage, A. M., James W. Al- 
exander, A. M. and Alexander Aikman, A. B. Tu- 
tors. 

The Rev. Dr. Milnor, of the Episcopal Church, 
and the Rev. Dr. McMurray, of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church, both of the city of New-Yerk, 
have accepted their appoiatinents as Trustees of 
the College, baving been chosen to supply the 
vacancies occasioned by the deaths of the Rev. 
John Woodhull, D. D. and the Rev. John B. Ro- 
ineyn, D. D.—Journal. 
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Dirp, In this city, on the 10th ivst. Eliza Ann, daughi- 
ter of Mr. Newman ‘Trowbridge, aged 2 years; Susan, 
daughter of Mr, Mariner Beecher, aged 14 months; on the 
16th, Doct. Nathaniel Hubbard ; on Sunday evening the 
19th inst. Mrs. Jennet Daggett, wife of Mr. Leonard A 
Daggett, aged 26. 

At Lyme, Mr. James Eli, aged 81 ;—Joseph Breed, 04 
He served as « musician in the army of the Revolution. 

At Lebanon, Capt. Roswell Fox, 75. 

At Hartford, Mrs. Catharine Sooter, 75, relict of the 
late Mr. Joha Sooter. 

John Mosely, av aged colored man, well known for his 
industry, prudence, and integrity. Having no relations 
he devoted his property to charitible objects. By his will, 
he gave to the Hariford Female Beveticent Society, 
100; to the American Coloutzation Som iety, SVOO; tothe 
Connecticut Bible Society, S100; to the American Edu 
cation Society, S100 ; and after other legacies, the resi 
due of bis estate to the Domestic Missionary Society « 
Connecticut. 

At Guilford on the 15th inst. Joe) L. Griffing, M. D. « 
young physician, much beloved in the circle of his acquain- 
tance, respected by his professional brethren, and whe 
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was becoming a distinguished ovnament of the pretession. 














POETRY. 
FROM WORDSWORTH’S “ EXCURSION.” 

Man is of dust; etherial hopes are his, 
Which, when they should sustain themselves aloft, 
Want due consistence ; like a pillar of smoke, 
That, with majestic energy, from earth — 
Rises, bot having reached the thinner air, 
Melts and dissolves, and is no longer seen. 

- a * - bad - Rod * 


One adequate support 
For the calamities of mortal life 
Exists, one only ; an assured belief, 
That the procession of our fate, howe’er 
Sad and disturbed, is ordered by a Being 
Of infinite benevolence and power, 
Whose everlasting purposes embrace 
All accidents, converting them to good. 
—-The darts of anguish fix not, where the seat 
Of suffering hath been thoroughly fortified 
By acquiescence in the will supreme 
For time and for eternity ; by. faith, 
Faith absolute in God, including hope, 
And the defence that lies in boundless love 
Of His perfections ; with habitual dread 
Of aught unworthily conceived, endured 
Impatiently, ill done, or left undone, 
To the dishonour of His holy name. 














THE MINISTER AND THE INDIAN WOMAN, 
or 
ARDENT SPIRITS AND TOBACCO. 


IHG TRACT ON 


From a Clergyman in Massachusetts. 


About eight or nine years ago I procured for distribu- 
tton among my people 100 of Rush's Treatise upon the 
“* Effects of Ardent Spirits.” Among those to whom they 
were distributed, was a female of colour, who was often 
observed to be under the influence of intoxicating li- 
quors. She was a woman of uncommon shrewdness, 
and had a great inclination for reading. Sometime after 
che received this Tract, she called at my house, in my 
absence, and left with my wife a Tract, which she re- 
quested that IT would read, and give my opinion as to Its 
correctness. It was“ Adam Clurke's Serious Address to 
Christians upen the use of Tobacco.” She stated that she 
herself was tn the habit of using tobacco, but if she could 
be made to believe it was sinful, as Mr. Clarke represent- 
edyit to be, she would certainly lay it aside. To satisfy 
her mind, she wished for the opinion of her minister, in 
which she professed to repose entire confidence. When 
the Tract was presented to me on my return, with the ac- 
companying message, it was not difficult to understand 
the meaning. I myself bad been in the habit of using to- 
bacco for many years, Loth by chewing and smoking. I 
had already experienced many struggles in my own mind 
in relation to the practice as productive of evils, and not 
very seemly for a Christian minister ; but like most others 
iudulging similar habits, had not been able to come to an 
effectual resolution to desist. Lread Dr. Clarke’s Ad- 
dress with great attention, and pleasufe, and in full view 
of the maaner in which it had come into my bands. In 
addition to the convictions which it wrought in my own 
mind, I was led to reflect, that it was presented to me by 
one who acknowledged my kindness in furnishing het 
with arguments far reformation as to the use of ardent 
| aagge ; that weshould undoubtedly meet at sqme futare 
day, when the subject of the Tracts which we had ex- 
changed would be conversed upon ; and if IT had not quit- 
ted a practice which I eould not but acknowledge to be a 
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Poetry.—The Minister and the Indian womai. 
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bad one, after attending to the arguments of Dr. Clarke, 
the inquiry would come with il! grace from me, whether 
she had been benefitted by the Tract on Ardent Spirits, 
[ accordingly took my tobacco from my pocket, and threw 
it out of my window, and have never used a mite since. 
I am happy toadd, that Dr. Rush's Tract was equally ef- 
fectual upon my coloured friend. She declares, and J be. 
lieve with truth, that she has drunk no ardent spirits since 
reading Dr. Rush. 

I feel myself under great obligations for the very appro. 
priate return of a Tract which I so much needed. In 
consequence of the use of tobacco, I had beea for years 
in alow debilitated state of health. Tobacco destroys 
the inclination for food—causes indigestion and costive- 
ness, especially in those who are accustomed to a sedent- 
ary life. Ihave seen a hundred persons since my own 
experiment, complaining of debility, faintness at stomach 
&c. upon whom | have charged the sin of the excessive 
use of tobacco, and I have generally received an acknow!- 
edement of the fact. 

The subject ought to be brought before the Christian 
commnnity in a serious manner. Thoosands like mvself 
only need to meet proper remonstrances, ina proper way, 
and they will no longer defile their pockets with this 
poisonous weed. Whenever a minister who is in the 
habit of using tobacco shall present Rush on Ardent Spir- 
its, let him be repaid by Adam Clarke's Serious Aiddi ess, 





Ina Memoir of the Rev. J.N. Toller, written by the Rev. 
Robert Hall, Mr. H. has given a striking sample of Mr. 
J's mode of illustrating a subject. “ His most affecting 
illustrations,” says Mr. Hall, “* were drawn from the most 
familiar scenes of life, and after he became a father, not 
unfrequently from the incidents which attach to that rela- 
tion. An example of this, will afford the reader some 
idea of the manner in which he availed himself, of images 
drawn from the domestic circle. His text was Isaiah 
xxvii. 5. * Let him tuke hold of mu_ strength, that he may 
make peace with me, and he shall make peace with me”” { 
think, said he, “ I can convey the meaning of this passage 
so that every one may understand it, hy what took place in 
my own family within these few days. One of nry little 
children had committed a fault, for which, [thought it ny 
duty to chastise him. L called him to me, explained to 
him the evil of whathe had done, and told him how griev- 
ed I was that I must punish him for it. He heard me in 
silence, and then, rushed into my arms and burst into 
tears: I would sooner have cut off my arm, than have 
then punished him for his fault; he had taken hold of ms 
strength, and he made peace with me.” ° 





God's house.—A flippant youth, who had accompanied a 
great and good man to the sanctuary, was finding fault with 
the arrangement ef the speaker’s discourse—with his pro- 
nunciation, and his gestures, and asked the old gentleman 
what he thought of the preacher. “ Sir,” said he, “ when 
I am in God's house, attending to efernal truth, 1 never 
stop to dabble with criticism.” Would there not be less 
sin committed, and more good accomplished, would not 
God be better pleased, and Satan oftener defeated, if ev- 
ery one, whe enters the temple of Jehovah, should enter 
it with the spirit of this venerable man. 





It isthe character of an unworthy nature ta write inju- 
ries on marble, and benefits in dust. 


EMPLOYMENT. 


A number of Agents well qualified to obtain 
Subscribers for Religious and useful works, may 
find employment by applying at this office. 
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